
   SIGNS OF TRAFFICKINGABOUT THE PROGRAM

Labor Traff icking

REGIONAL

NAVIGATOR

PROGRAM

A S S I S T I N G  Y O U T H
V I C T I M S  O F  S E X  &

L A B O R  T R A F F I C K I N G
A C R O S S  M A R Y L A N D

Red Flags
Truancy

Homelessness or “couch surfing”

Multiple cell-phones

Extreme CSAM participation

Frequent runaway

Substance abuse

Selling illicit substances

Risk Factors
History of abuse or neglect

Involvement in child welfare system

Involvement in DJS

High risk populations: LBGTQIA+,

Immigrants, Visa holders

   The Maryland Regional Navigator Program

connects youth survivors of sex and labor

trafficking (up to age 24) with trauma-

informed services and support. Each county

has a designated Navigator who helps

coordinate care, including safety planning,

case management, housing, mental health

services, and legal support.

   Navigators work closely with partners like

CAC’s, law enforcement, DSS, hospitals, and

schools to ensure survivors are identified

quickly and receive the help they need. They

also provide training and consultation to

professionals on how to recognize and

respond to trafficking.

   The program also supports youth at high

risk for trafficking, including those with a

history of running away, unstable housing,

involvement in the child welfare or juvenile

justice systems, or who have engaged in

concerning exploitative behaviors. Referrals

can come from professionals, caregivers, or

the youth themselves. Services are voluntary

and tailored to each individual's needs.

Scan to find your
 local Regional Navigator!

Labor Trafficking is the use of force, fraud, or coercion

to exploit someone for labor or services. Youth may be

trafficked in various industries and often don’t

recognize they are victims. Fear, lack of legal status, or

threats may prevent them from seeking help.

Possible Indicators:
Long hours with little or no pay

Threats of harm or deportation

Living and working in the same location

Confiscated ID or documents

Restricted movement or constant control

Owed debt to employer or recruiter

Signs of abuse, exhaustion, or fear

False promises about job or conditions

Forced criminality



Child Sex Traff icking

Exchange of Sex Acts for items of value
Money, in-game currency

A place to stay, a ride somewhere

Food, clothes, jewelry, purses, etc.

Alcohol, cannabis, illicit substances

Social status, social media followers

Good grades, academic favors

Protection or safety from violence

Immigration help or legal documents

What is  CSAM?

CSAM (Child Sexual Abuse Material) is
any visual depiction of sexually explicit

conduct involving a minor. It is a form of

child sexual exploitation and is often linked

to grooming, coercion, and trafficking. Youth

engaged in concerning or extreme CSAM

behaviors—or exchanging CSAM for items of

value—should be referred to a Regional

Navigator for assessment and services.

The Child Sex Trafficking Screening and Services

Act of 2019 established the Regional Navigator

Program (RNPG). The primary purpose of this

program is to develop a network of regional

navigators to coordinate and/or provide identified

or confirmed child sex trafficking victims with

specific services, as outlined in the Act. It also

requires law enforcement and local
departments of social services, who have

reason to believe a certain child is a victim of sex

trafficking, to notify a regional navigator in their

jurisdiction to obtain needed services for the child. 

Law Enforcement & DSS

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2019RS/Chapters_noln/CH_559_hb0827t.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2019RS/Chapters_noln/CH_559_hb0827t.pdf
https://gocpp.maryland.gov/grants/programs/rnpg/
https://gocpp.maryland.gov/grants/programs/rnpg/

